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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, January 16, 2015 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, on January 6, I 
attended the funeral of the former Governor of 
New York, Mario Cuomo, in New York City. 
Consequently I missed several votes in the 
House of Representatives. 

I would like to submit how I intended to vote 
had I been present: 

On Roll Call 1, the Quorum Call of the 
House, I would have voted PRESENT. 

On Roll Call 2, the Election of the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives, I would have 
voted for Representative NANCY PELOSI of 
California. 

On Roll Call 3, to Table the Motion to Refer 
H. Res. 5, Adopting rules for the One Hundred 
Fourteenth Congress, I would have voted 
NAY. 

On Roll Call 4, Ordering the Previous Ques-
tion on H. Res. 5, I would have voted NAY. 

On Roll Call 5, the Motion to Recommit H. 
Res. 5 with Instructions, I would have voted 
YEA. 

On Roll Call 6, Agreeing to H. Res. 5, I 
would have voted NAY. 

On Roll Call 7, the Motion to Suspend the 
Rules and Pass H.R. 22, I would have voted 
YEA. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. RON KIND 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, January 16, 2015 

Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to ex-
plain my vote on Wednesday, January 14, 
2015 in opposition to H.R. 240, Department of 
Homeland Security Appropriations Act, 2015. 
Although I support many aspects of this legis-
lation, I was unable to support the final bill due 
to a number of troubling amendments. 

I am strongly in favor of funding the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security (DHS), especially 
with the risk of terrorism we currently face as 
a nation. I applaud many sections of the DHS 
funding bill, including increased funding from 
FY 2014 for Customs & Border Patrol (CBP), 
the Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA), and the Transportation Security Ad-
ministration (TSA). 

However, there are a number of amend-
ments added to this bill which run the risk of 
tearing families apart, and I could not support 
the final bill. 

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SE-
CURITY APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 
2015 

SPEECH OF 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 13, 2015 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 240) making ap-
propriations for the Department of Home-
land Security for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2015, and for other purposes: 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Chair, I rise in strong 
opposition to H.R. 240, the Homeland Security 
Appropriations Act of 2015. Without further ac-
tion by Congress, the Department of Home-
land Security (DHS) will face a shutdown on 
February 28, 2015. Everyone agrees DHS 
should receive robust funding to carry out their 
mission of keeping the American people safe, 
and I’m pleased to see there is bipartisan, bi-
cameral agreement on funding levels for the 
agency. However, I am very disappointed that 
the Republican majority had decided to add 
poison-pill amendments to this legislation re-
lated to the President’s actions on immigra-
tion. This is putting the American people at 
risk and is unacceptable. 

Global tensions remain high following the 
terrorist attacks in France, and we should not 
be letting down our guard at this critical time. 
Yet this is exactly what we are doing by pass-
ing H.R. 240 today. This legislation has no 
chance of being signed into law, as President 
Obama has already said he would veto the 
bill. If my friends on the other side of the aisle 
are so concerned about immigration, they 
should work with Democrats in a bipartisan 
manner on comprehensive immigration reform. 
I stand ready to work with them on this critical 
issue. 

I want to address the DeSantis Amendment 
to this legislation. As a woman who is active 
on domestic violence issues, I will always do 
everything in my power to protect victims of 
abuse. However, this amendment is mis-
leading and I am afraid it could have unin-
tended consequences if adopted. The U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops stated that 
this amendment would discourage victims of 
domestic violence from reporting abuse to the 
proper authorities. I also spoke with domestic 
violence groups in Michigan, and they have 
pointed out the unintended consequences of 
this amendment as well. We need to make it 
easier to report incidents of domestic violence, 
not harder, which is why I am opposing the 
DeSantis amendment today. 

In the meantime, we should pass a clean 
DHS appropriations bill so the operations of 
this critical department can continue uninter-
rupted. Their mission is simply too important 
to jeopardize. I urge my colleagues to join me 
in opposing H.R. 240. 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO THE MEMORY 
OF LEMON HENRY MOSES, JR. 

HON. STENY H. HOYER 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, January 16, 2015 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay trib-
ute to Lemon Henry Moses, Jr., a distin-
guished community leader in Maryland’s Fifth 
District who passed away on December 10, 
2014. He was 94 years old. 

Lemon Moses made history as the first Afri-
can-American to serve as Chairman of the 
Charles County Liquor Board. All of us who 
knew Lemon saw how deeply devoted he was 
to his family, his community, and his country. 
He gave so much of himself to all three, and 
he will be fondly remembered by the many 
whose lives he touched across Charles Coun-
ty and Maryland. 

After growing up in Savannah, Georgia, 
Lemon moved to Pittsburgh in his youth and 
was a singer and tap dancer in a local Vaude-
ville troupe called the ‘Kandy Kids,’ where he 
befriended Gene Kelly before he became fa-
mous. Attending Howard University in Wash-
ington, DC, Lemon studied mechanical engi-
neering, and when World War II broke out, he 
joined the U.S. Navy and served his country 
as a sailor in the Pacific Theater of Oper-
ations. When the war ended, he began a ca-
reer with the U.S. Postal Service that lasted 
forty-four years, where he served in a number 
of leadership positions. 

Lemon became involved in the Civil Rights 
Movement in 1947, when he worked to inte-
grate his local school district while serving as 
president of a parent-teacher association. In 
the Postal Service, he held the role of Eastern 
Region Vice President for the Postal Service 
Supervisors and made equal rights a focus of 
his work there. President Lyndon Johnson 
later appointed Lemon as an Equal Employ-
ment Opportunity Specialist to handle discrimi-
nation complaints in Congress. In 1974, he 
moved to Waldorf, in Charles County, where 
he became very active in the County’s chapter 
of the NAACP. In addition to a trailblazing 
service on the Charles County Liquor Board, 
Lemon also spent five years on the board of 
directors for what is now the University of 
Maryland Charles Regional Medical Center 
and was active in Chapter 3885 of the AARP. 

Lemon was a devoted husband, father, 
grandfather, and great-grandfather. He is sur-
vived by his wife of seventy-three years, 
Elaine Moses, as well as his daughter Yvonne 
Beatrice Buford and her husband Walter; and 
his son Mike Moses and his wife Delores. In 
addition to them, four grandchildren, and eight 
great-grandchildren, Lemon is survived by a 
community to which he had devoted so much 
of his time and energy both before and during 
his retirement. He was an active member of 
St. Peter’s Catholic Church in Waldorf, where 
family and friends bade farewell in a moving 
funeral mass on December 18, 2014. 

I join in expressing my condolences to 
Elaine and to the entire Moses family, and I 
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